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ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE APOCALYPSE. 
(Continued from p. 298.) 
Rev. xii. 1-10, 
Fulfilment. 


In our last essay under this head, we contemplated the de- 
cadence of the Dragon and the rise of the Savage Beast; in 
other words, the transfer of ‘the power, throne, and jurisdie- 
tion’ of the Romans or, to speak more precisely, of the Im- 
perial Roman Senate, to the Savages of the North, the Exarchs * 
of Ravenna, and the Dukes of Rome. We have seen, the 
Sixth or Imperial Head of the E-npire ‘wounded’ by the Gothie 
Sword, and the Seventh, or Kingly, fall on the banks of the 
Draco; and we have beheld the violent means by which the 
wound that wasintheted npon at by the Goths wa; ‘healedJ— 
That it was a wound, and nota death of the Imperial Head- 
ship appears from this—that when Odoacer had compelled Au- 
gu tulus to ab licate the purple and the crown, he still conde- 
scende!, thouzh, in fact, King of Ltaly, to supplicate through 
the servile Senate, thet ithe of Patrician, and the admiunistra- 
tion of the Diocese of Italy atthe hands of Zeno, whe sat on 
the throne of Constantine, and who was acknowledged, as the 
Bole Emperor of the Worll. In this Zeno prudently acquies- 
ced, leaving Oloacer, in tranguil possession of his usurpation; 
and accepting, with well dissembled gratitude, the insignia of 
the Imperial! Othee of the West. Azain, upon the accession 
of Theodoric, the Conqueror of Oloacer, the Emperor’s con- 
gent. though tardily; reluctantly, and ambiguously, was con- 
ceded to the dutiful solicitation of the Gothic King. jut the 
time came when the lnperial Sanction was witheld; and, as 
w2 have seen, tha Emperor, not only threatened, but actually, 
deprived the Goths of their power, throne, and Jurisdiction,— 
Had the Gothit usurpation been ad: ath of the Imperial Head- 
ship, history would not have testified its restoration, or revival 
in Italy and Ravenna. It was wounded or impaired, but aot 

u ; 








ext ished’ had its wound been mortal it would not have 
wales : it was, indeed, very severe, bot not incurable, 
Ney There are certain important matters brought to light in our 
last esouy, WOiCe Kh Wows Le Well tur the student to bearin 
mind. A. D. 476, the Imperial Senate formally uansterred the 
Throne of universal empire from Rome to Constantinos le.— 
This translation, though in truth nominal--for Rome, at that 
time, did not possess the universal dominion to tansfer—was 
yet the Seal of her low estate, for, though the Inj erial Office 
was restored in lialy, the Imperial Thrcne, the Scatot the 
loiperial Jurisdiction in Italy, was removed fic Rome to Ra- 
vonna. After the expulsion of the Goths it was uever even 
the Throne of the ltahan territory, much less of the world; 
ptilit again became the Mist.ess of the West, by Lece ming 
Throne of an Ecclesiastical Dominion, which was Headed 
up in the |: mpeno— Pontibcal Authority. 

Rome became the ‘Threne of the Seventh or Gothic. as it 
had been of the Sixth or Imyenal, Head ot the Dmecn, A. D, 
476. And so itcontinued until A. D. 3 th. when Piihiarius re- 
covered ut. Upon this occasion, ancther Throre is broeght into 
notice, by the declaration of the citizens, that ‘the A \y ostolie 
Throne’ should no longer be polluted by the tre ial h or tolera- 
tion of Arianism. This Throne was ‘the Choiret >t. Peter,’ 
the seatof an mmprrium in imperio or ot an emypue within 
anempire. Tie events of the period under consideration, A. 
D.476—554, were all elaburative of the final a cerdency of 
this said Apostolic, or Fcclesiastical Thicne. They cflcctwal- 
ly removed the grand: bstacle in the way of the manifestation 
of the Eieghth Head, the Little Horn, or Papal Koman Men- 
archy. In 476, there wasan Emyerorin Rome; his cflice was 
set aside by the Gothic Kings, who sull eceuprd the ¢ City; 
their Sovereig nty was overthrown Ly Bali arus and Narses; 
of whom. the latter dagraced Rome toa cuichy. removed the 
governmeri te Ravenna, [50 niles distact.ardleftenty a fecble 
Duke to divite the authority of Rome with the Pope. When 
Beliearius exrelled the Goths from the City, they retired to 
Ravenna. Upon thei revolt, A. D. 540, Pavia became the 
Throne of the: Ki ingdom; ull they te establi- led themselves 
in Rome, A. D. 549, after which they ceeupied it for three years, 
In 552, it _ recover.d by Narses, and they lo-t it fore ver. 

There | arelecn eighifcrms of government in Rome since 
its Foundation. John informs us, thet in his day there had 
been six, and that he lived under the Sixth: — “five, ” says he, 
“are fallen,” or have passed away, ‘and one is’ or exists; bu 
‘the other’ or the Seveao'h, he continues, ‘is not yet come; on 
when he comes he must continue a short space or time. “And 
the Beast that was, but is nct (in John’s day.) he is the Eighth, 
and is of the Sev n but goes to de_truction.” The first five 
continued during 780 years; the sixth, 449; the seventh, 77; and 
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the eighth, has obtained for upwards of 1000 years, and still 
exists. Hence compared with the rest, the seventh ‘continued 
a short space.” Gibbon estimates the duration of the Gothic 
Kingdom, at no more than 60 years; which makes it expire on 
the Recovery of Rome by Belisarms A. D. 536. But their 
Kingdom was not subverted till 553. when Teias their last 
King was slain, aod the Goths submitted to Narses the year 
after they were expelled frou Rome. The downfall of the 
Seventh Heal was the destruction of the Imoe iaiSenate; a 
body which had been the contemporary of all the forms of gov- 
ernment that had prevailed. In 546, t was exiled from the 
City by Totila; and in 554, it expired by the sword of the 
Goths, and thas, another impediment to the gratilication of 
Episcopal lust was removed. 

Upon the healing of the Imperial wound, the Emperor of the 
East delegated his power and authority over Italy to the Ex- 
arch of Ravenna. The entire Kinziom acknowledged the 
E.carchial authority for fifteen years. But when the Lombards 
estabishe] themselves in [taly, the Imperial Jurisdiction was 
restricted to what ix now ter.ned the Papal territ.ries, or the 
States of the Church; besides twoor three more detached cities 
not pertaining thereto. Over this district the Imperial autho- 
rity continued for 209 years, when it was finally extinguished 
by the Conquest: of the Lombards; and afterwards presented 
to the Bishop of Rome, A. D! 754, by Pepin, King of the 
Franks, and conqueror of the Lombards. 

By the year 533, the date of the fall of the Seventh Head, 
the Dragon had assumed, or rather been superseded by the 
Jeast. The Allemanni, Burgandians, Franks, Goths, Suevi, 
Alani, Vandals, Huns and Saxons, had wrested from Rome 
its dominion or jurisdiction, over Gaul, Spain, Britain, Dacia, 
Pannonias Rhetia, Dalmatia, Masia, and Thrace, and in about 
15 vears after, the Lombards deprived herof the whole of Italy, 
with the exception of the Exarchate which the Greeks retain- 
el, of the Roman Dutchy, which extended from Viterbo to 
Terracino about {00 miles, and from Narni to Ostia about 50. 
The Crowns or Disdems had been wrested from her Seven 
Heads by these Barbarians, who, in setting up their own inde- 
rendent and Sovereign Decade over her extensive provinces, 
- crowned themselves; and thus presented upon the ma of 
Europe, the Ferine in the place of the old Dragonte, Image. How 
signal and profound the prostration of the Mistress of the 
world:—‘the Goddess’ as her citizens delighted to call her, whose 
dominions once extended from the Danube to Mount Atlas, 
and from Caladonia to the Euphrates! How was the Mighty 
fallen; once the Metropolis of the Nations, but then the subor- 
dinate capital of an insignificant dutchy! 

But, why did Rome, down to this epoch, drink so deeply of 
fhe cup of bitterness?—Rome, the Throne and Patrimony of 
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St. Peter! The favorite of heaven, and the dwelling-place of 
the Vicegerent of Christ upon Earth? A Church of Christ 
composed of the meaner sort of people, had been planted there, 
not by Peter indeed, but most probably by those “Roman 
Strangers” mentioned by Luke, (Acts ii. 10.) who had heard 
from Peter's lips ‘in their own tongue the wonderiul works of 
God.’ They were strangers in Jerusalem, but members of the 
circumcision, wan, from Rome had journeyed thither to keep 
the feast of Pentecost. They believed and cbeyed the Gospel 
of Remission, which he proclaimed; and doubtless, accoiding 
to the promise, became partakers of the gilts of the Holy Spirit. 
Thus qualified, what else should they do on their return to their 
homes, tut make known in their families and in the Syna- 
gocues of Rome, the proclamation of the Apostle Peter, which 
they had obeyed, and whichthey were themselves able to con- 
tirm by the Spiritual powers with which they were endowed. 
By this simple precess, then, would the New Institution be set 
up, and the reputation or renown, of the Apostle Peter be es- 
tablished in the Metropolis of the World. He had been the 
chief speaker among the Twelve; hence the reyort of what he 
said would be more conspicuous before the minds of the Re- 
man Strangers than the acts of hiscompanions. How natural 
then, for the untutored of a densely populate d, and distant City, 
to magnify him into the Prince of the Apostles. ‘That the 
Church in Rome was chiefly Jewish in its origin and infaacy 
13 apparent from Paul’s letter; which 1s se largely cecuy icd in 
pleading for the Gentile converts in opposition to Jewish preju- 
dices; indeed, the Pagans regatded the new sectasasect of the 
Mosaic Religion. But, in those days, their faith was pure, 
and its excellency published in all the world or cmpire. They 
were ‘the called of Jesus Chri st;? ‘t eloved of God, called Saints,’ 
and upon whom, the Apostle pronounced the benediction of 
graceand peace. ‘They worshipped notin splendid Churches, or 


in superb Cathedrals, but assembled themselves together in the, 


house of Aquila and Priscilla, (Rom. xvi. 5.) litle dreaming, 
that the Successor of the humble bishops of their flock would 
ever sit upon Cwsar’s Throne adorned with the Tripie Crown! 

But what were the fortunes, or the fate, of this humble, ob- 
secure, and unpretending society? How long it continued, pure 
and peaceable, cannot be exactly determined. 1t has been tu- 
ly said, “there is no institution so pure and excellent which 
the corruption and folly of man will not in time alter for the 
worse, and load with additions foreign to its nature and origi- 
sal design.” Such in a particular manner was the fate of 
Christianity in Rome. We have no authentic account of its 
purity and excellency after the years 57, and 64, which are the 
dates of Paul’s letter to the Romans, and of the Acts ot Apos- 
tles. It is probable, however, that it may have continued ‘the 
pillar aud the support of the truth’ in Rome till the wane of 
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the second century; after which it became the chief etter 
of the faith. Nor need we be surprised at this early deparcae 
from the truth, when we recollect the fact, that the ystery 
of Iniquity was working secretly under the very eye of the 
Apostle Paul, A. D. 52.—2 Thess. ii. 7.—In the Second Cen- 
tury, Bishops had assumed the office of High Priests in the 
Congregatiuns, leaving to the Presbyters and Deacons the sub- 
ordinate ranks of Priests and Levites. They began a system 
of Earns in order to extend their own influence with the 
multitude, rather than that of the truth. Hence they.commene- 
ed the conversion of the Christian into the Catholic Religion, 
which is made up of absurd rites and ceremonies, which strike 
= senses of the vulgar and the savage, but fail to amend the 
ife. 

The Apostatising of the Church of Christ in Rome, is ful- 
ly evinced by the following incident. Some time before the 
rear 200, nota certury after the death of the Apostle John, 
Victor, the chief bishop of the congregation, endeavoured to 
orce the Asiatic Brethren by the pretended authority of his 
aws and decrees, to celebrate the paschal feast on the night 
that preceeded the anniversary of Christ’s resurrection; which 
was contrary toa practice which the Asiatics pretended they 
had received by tradition from the Apostle John. Having con- 
sulted some foreign bishops, he wrote an imperious letter to 
the Asiatic Pastors, commanding them to imitate the example 
of the Western Christians in their observance of Easter. To 
this Lordly requisition the Asiatics replied with great spiris 
and resolution, that they would by no means depart in this 
manner from the custom handed down to them by their ances- 
tors. Upon this, says Mosheim, ‘the thunder of excommuni- 
cation began to roar.’ Victor exasparated by this, broke com- 
munion with them, pronounced them unworthy of the name 
of his brethren, and excluded them from all fellowship with 
the Church at Rome. But here the progress of this violent 
dissension was stopped by the moderate counsels of Ireneus, 
bishop of the Church at Lyons in Gaul, who urged the impru- 
dence and injustice of the stop taken ¢ Ne Roman Prelate. 

From this time the Congregation in Rome rapidly advaneed 
in its defection from the faith and morals of the New Institu- 
tion. They postponed the baptism of believers to the festivals 
of Easter and Whitsuntide; signed the baptized with the Sign 
of the Cross; anointed them with oil; laid hands upon them, 
and thea concluded the administration by giving them milk 
and honey. Its servants had usurped a lordship over the heri- 

e of or the multitude of the believers; and instead of 
being examples of virtue to the flock, they sunk into luxury and 

voluptuousness, were puffed up with vanity, arroganee and 

ambition, possessed with a spirit of contention and discord, and 

were addicted to meny other vices that cast an undeserved re- 
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proach upon the holy religion, of which they were the unwor- 
thy professors and ministers. “The bishops,” says Mosheim, 
“assumed a prncely authority, parucularly those who had the 
greatest nun.bero!l Churches under thew tusy ecticn,” and who 
presided over the most opulent assemblies (which was pre- 
eminently the case with the Bishop in Rome). They appro 
priated to their evangelical functscn the +; icndic Cusigus of 
temporal majesty; a (drone or pulpit surrcunced with ministers, 
eratied abuve his equals the servant of the n.eek and humble 
Jesus; and sumptuous garments dazzled the e) es ind minis of 
the multitude into an ignorant veneration tor this usurped au- 
thority. Anexample which cught rot to Lave been icllowed, 
was ambitiou:ly imuated by the Prestyters, who neglecting 
the sacred duties of their station, abonecicd th m:elvcs to the 
idolence and delicacy of an cfhleminate anJ luxurious lite.— 
The Deacons, thus be holding the Piesl ylers aut st iiinrg their 
functions, beldly mmvaded their nghts ind privil ges; and the 
effects of a corrupt ambition were spread thicte gh every rank 
vf the sxered ordes! This usurpation cf the Leacens crigi- 
nated a host of interior orders to pericim Ue cuties, they bad 
become two proud to discharge; hence the tiles ine cfhees of 
aub deacons, acolythi, caliarii, readers, cacicisls, end co 
pia'a. A state of celibacy began, likewise, to be esteemed as 
adding to the reputation of the clergy, (as tLe cverscers and 
deacons of the Churches Were now cauiled) ior saretty and 
virtue; and the A.wlieres subintrocuctea, cor) oly Concubines,’ 
supplied the place of wives, without gratiiying the desires of 
‘the Holy Prelates!’ 

Such was the state of things to which the Church cf Christ 
in Rome had attained in the tiird centuiy. lt was in thie 
age of the world, tat a sey araticn ensued Lciween the mem- 
bers of this community. ‘lwo important suljccts were agita- 
ted at this time among Christians; the first, cActher the im- 
mersion practised by the philosophical secis were valid; and 
the second, wheiher those who had fallen into (Le commission 
of grievous transgressions; especially whether tose who had 
apostatised jrom the faith under the Deciin persecutica, 
ought to be again received into the Church. Upcen these to 

es the Christians were divided. Meny Choices placed the 

e-tarians, who desired admission into tleir Sceiety, on pro- 
bation as ('atechumens; and, when satisfied with their con- 
duct as candic ates. admitted th: m, by a re-in mersicn. into the 
communion of the faithful. The greater yart of the Eurcpeaa 
Churches acted dilicently. They cecn eo ihe Leptism of See 
tarians valid, and therefore used no other form in their recep 
tion than the imposition of hands, accim) onied with prayer. 
This diversity p.evailed a considerable time witheut excitl 
contentions or animosities. But at length live waxed cold, 
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the fire of . ecclesiastical discord burst into a flane. The Asiatice 
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decided in Council, that all Sectarians were tobe re-immer- 
sed before their admission ta the communion of the true 
Aurch. ‘To this resolve, Stephen, th» bishop of the Church 
in Rom:, offered a most violent and arrogant opposition. He 
broke communion withthe A-iatics, and excluded them from 
the communion of the faithtul. But the rage of a Roman 
Bishop Was not yet ferocious enough to siiihe terror into the 
objects of its ire. Notwithstanding bis monaces, a Council 
was assembled upon the occasion, by which tie practice of the 
Asiatics was adupted in Roman Airica; and notice thereof 
was given to the imperious Stephen. ‘The tary ot the Pope 
(fur such the Bishop in Rome had become.) was redoubled at 
this wotilication, and produced inaiy tireatenings and invee- 
tives azalust Cyprian, the tustigator of the Council, who re- 
plied with great force and resolution, and in w second council 
holden at Carthage, declared the mamersion administered by 
Sectarians, void of all efficucy and vaidity. Upon this the 
wrath of Stephen was inflamed beyoud mea:‘ure; and by a de- 
cree full of invectives, which was rece:ved with contempt, he 
excommunicated the Bishops of the Afvican Province, whose 
moderation on the one hand, and the Jeita of their imperious 
antagonist on the other, put an end totne violent contest. 
Thais controversy may be regarded a, preparatory tothe se- 
aration whieh was about to ensue in the congregation in 
ee About the year 250, a par'y aiose in this Church— 
They were the advocates, in the midst oi Cathohe Apostacy 
for purity of faith and morals; hence th y were nicknamed 
Cathari, i. e. the pure. The amtijon ot the Bishop and 
Presbyters of the Society in Rome, | vetner wito the relaxa- 
tion of primitive purity, had swelled the Charch with a crowd 
of proselytes, ‘having a form of godliness without the power.’ 
During the persecution of the Church by the Emperor Dees, 
a multitude of these formalists apostatived from the faith; 
which, under the Pagan Government, con i ted in execrating 
Christ and burning incense on the altars of the gods. When 
the persecution ceased, and there wa: no longer any danger im 
rofessing the faith of Chriet, they applied for re-admission 
into the Church. The application being taken into considera- 
tion by the Eldership or Be eatean Corn tius and the Majori- 
ty were for their reception, which was opposed by Novatius and 
others of the Elders. Novatian is described as ‘a man of un- 
common learning and eloquence, but of an austere and rigid 
character;’ that is, I presume, in the estimation of his luxurious 
and effeuninate co-presbyters, and their princely bishops. The 
highest encomium is pronounced upon Corne’ius, whose credit 
and influence were of the highest standing in the esteem and 
admiration of the majority; which history testifies to have at 
tained to emigent corruption in faith and practice, hence its 
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readiness and determination tote-embody with themselves the 
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his incident placed Cornelius at the head of the Catholics 
or majority of the Church; and Novatius at that of the Chris- 
tians, who contended for purity of faith and morals. The elec- 
tion of a Successor to Bishop Fabianus deceased, was the tri- 
al of strength between the two parties, and to determine wheth- 
er faith or superstition, virtue or vice, were to continue supreme 
in the Church in Rome. In the year 250, Cornelius put up 
for the Episcopate, but was opposed with the greatest activity 
and zeal by Novatius. His opposition however, was vain; for 
Cornelius was elected to “the Chair of Peter;” and Catholicity 
gained the day in Rome.—Beholding the triumph of the Mys- 
tery of Iniquity in the Church, and being convinced that any 
further efforts to stem the torrent of impiety and superstition 
in the congregation would be useless, Novatius and his breth- 
ren separated themselves from the jurisdiction of the Bishop 
Cornelius; who, in his turn, having no more that he could do, 
called a Council at Rome, A. D. 250, and cut off the Nova- 
tians, (as they were called,) from the communion of the 
Church. 

Thus excommunicated by the Pope, they erected a New So- 
ciety, or rather continued among themselves the Institution o 
Christ. On account of the severity of its discipline it was 
followed by many, and florished anti the fifth century, in the 
o— part ot ~ Le provinces which had received the gospel. 

istory testifies, that they cannot be charged with having cor- 
rupted the doctrine of Christ; their crime was that they made 
a schism in the Church. The subsequent career of the Novatians 
and Catholics, sufficiently testifies, that crime, tyranny, super- 
stition, and blasphemy, were on the side of their antagonists, 
while the purity of faith and morals was maintained by them- 
selves in the midst of an universal defection. Faithful to their 
principles, they refnsed tore admit to their communion those who 
after baptism, had fallen into the commission of heinouscrimes 
though they did not exclude them from the possibility of salva- 
tion. They very properly considered a Church of Christasa 
Society where virtue and innocence reign over all, and none 
of whose members, from their entrance into it, had defiled them- 
selves with any enormous crime. With the incestuous Corinth- 
ian before our minds, the Novatian rule in the absence of su- 

al authoritv, is safe, and well calculated to maintain the 
ealth and piety of the Church.. They would not associate 
with great oflenders, but left them with the Judge to settle the 
account at his coming. They looked upou every Society, 
which re-admitted such to its communion, as unworthy of the 
title of a true Christian Church; this was severe, but perhaps 
mecessary, and adapted to the delinquency of the times; and 
even now, we besitate not to say, that any Society, which re- 
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tains heinous offenders, in its bosom is both unworthy and un- 
true. And lastly, they required all who came over to them 
from the Catholics, to submit to a second immersion, as a ne- 
cessary preparati n for entering their Society; for, as History 
testifies, they considered the baptism administered in the popu- 
lar Churches ‘as @)solutely divested of the power of impart- 
tng the remission of sins.’ : 

The virtue and excelleney ot the Chureh in Rome having 
seceded, it soon lost all resemblance to a Christin Pody.— 
So completly was it metamorphosed fiom a syir tual toa 
worldly institution, congenial to the views, feelirg, and affec- 
tions ol the profane, that we find it in about €2 years after this 
rvent, enjoying the patronage of the Imperia! Head of the great 
fiery Dragon. Constantine conferred on its Bishop a sortof 
pre-emine ce overall other Fishops. The Church ian Rome 
now became the Church of Rome; and its Episecyal honors 
became a most seducing object of sacerdotal ambiticn; and so 
earnestly were these contested, that, in the fcurth Century, in 
the case of a double election, a civil war within the City of 
Rome, was carried on with the utmost barbarity and fury, and 
produced the most eruel massacres and desolation, before it 
could be decide! whether Ursicinus or Damasus should be the 
Vicaruf Christ! 

E/prvor. 
( T'o be continued.) 


TESTIMONY IN VINDICATION OF THE EDITOR 
( Continued from page 35%.) 
In the Religious Herald of February 23, there is an article 
of about four columns of the most satanic effusion from the 
enof Mr. John S. Watt, a presbyterian clergyman ot Lunen- 
berg County. As it will appear elsewhere, we shall not crowd 
our pages With it atthis time. In the fourth column, however 
isthe following paragraph, which refers to Bro. A. D. Walthall 
of Paineville in this County whoin the subsequent conimunica- 
tion has condescended to notice what wouid othe:wise have 
been unworthy of comment, were Mr. Waitas well known 
generally as he is particularly in one or two vicinities. For 
ourselves, had we expected to have fonnd in Watta second 
Macalla, we never s!ould have consented to have met such @ 
person in debate. We will take care the next discussion we 
are involved in, that it shall be with one, who has a good re- 
port with the world at least for possessing the attributes of a gen- 
tleman and a man of truth. 
Extroct.—"A gentleman present, who heard what had been said by Dr. 


Thomas and myself about nephesh, while remarking, during ® suspension, 
ef the debate that took place in the middle of the day, on the strange tramr 
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gation that Dr. Thomas had given to it, was interrupted by one of his 
followers, ws I heard, and told that Dr. Thomas did not say that the word 
nephes\ meant a smelling bottle. “Sir,” said the gentleman, “if Dr. Thom. 
es Wite to come to me and tell me ev, [ would teil him that he uttered a 
frleehood —*How am I to take you, Sur? “said Dr. Thomas’ follower.— 
‘You may take me jast ss you please, Sir,’ sad the gentleman. Dr, 
Thomas’ follower then o served, “that he was a prof ssor of religion, and 
@ould not resoot any insult offured to hun, and pcaceably reured.” 

Such was the gentlemanly spirit of this gent/eman, who as 
Mr Walthall retired, when inturmed who he was, was head 
by others to say, that ‘he did not care a damn who be (Mr Wal- 
thall.) was.” This certainly was a very gentlemanly remark, 
aod well calculated to cuntirm his reputation as a gentleman 
ef truth! 


I. prror. 


Paineville, Va, March 1st, 1833. 

Belored Bro. Thomas;—The present crisis in that strugg's 
for truth, in which you have so no ly und so. compromising- 
ly embarked, calls tor all the circumsspection and vigilence, as 
well as all the Christian fortitude and forbearence, which you 
as well as those who are identified with yor in that struggie, 
can bring to bear in this time of need, this day of UWialot our 
faith much more precious than gold that perishes. 

It is the partof wisdom when in the heatof hatile to keep 
corl and selt-poxsessed im order thereby to be able to guard 
ézaiast and ward of any sudden and unexpected attack, as 
Wella: to b> ready, at all tin es, to profit by any neglect or im- 
proper manwuvre on the part of the enemy. And in the 
Christian wa fare. iiserne cially nec essary toendur, all things 
patie tly: for wtisby enduring hardness, a; g x] soldiers that 
Weaet come of victorious—itts by a patent continuance in 
well doing, that we are to «eek for glory, honor, and immortalt- 
ty.—in fiue, wis through mvc’ (ribulation, iat we are to en- 
ter upon the proniselinh-ritance. While then the clouds of 
persecution are gather'ag thick and dark around us, and while 
we hear the distant roar of the approaching storm, let us re- 
™ mer th wine win 14 may hiow, th ‘rains may descend, and 
the fluols may come and beat upon the christian edifice; but 
allin vain; for itis founded upon the rock of ages, against 
which even the gutes of Hades shall not pre rath. Yes, bet 
all the powers of Earth end Hell combine, let all the forces of 
Anti-chriat be concentrated into one grand phalanx, and march 
with all their force and fury to seule the walis of Zion's tow- 
ers, yet the small christion band, having put onthe whole ar- 
mour of God. having tucir loins girt with truth, having on the 
breast plate of righteousnes:, their feet shod with the prepara- 
tion of the Gospe! of peace; above all, having taken the shield 
ef faith, where with they are able to catch and extinguish all 
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the darts of the wicked; and having taken the helmetof salya- 
tion and the sword of the Spirit, whieh is the word of God; 
and praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spi- 
rit, and watching there unto with all perseveiance and suppli- 
eation for all saiuts; that small band! say, thus panoplied, would 
be able, in the evil day, to stand not ouly aguinst flesh and 
blood, but against principalities and powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, and against spiritual wickedness in 
high places. Let us theu take courage and be firm, :emember- 
ing that th» Captain of our salvation has all power, both in 
Heaven and on Earth, that no good thing wil be withheld 
from th m who walk uprightly, that no weapon formed against 
the right ous shail prosper, and indeed that all things shell 
work together for good iothem thatlore God. So long then as 
we love God which ts to keep his commandments, we need 
fear no evil; for though we enter through the gute. of Hades, 
et we shall not be ever detained in those darksome chambers; 
like our great forerunner, Who is the way, the Huth and 
the /ife, we shall bs waked up in the morning, being redecem- 
ed fron the po ver of hades, and shall be introduced into the 
enjoyment of that inheritance which Is inccrruy uble, unde fi- 
led and which fades not away. Let us then ever kee. in view 
the hope of glory set before us in the gospel and walk worthy 
of our hizh voc:tion, and thea all the persecutions, maledic- 
tions and misrepresentations that may be heapcd upen us, will 
ass over our heads as harmless as the zephyr that softly 
ows over the verdant fields in the fragrant month of May; 
while they leave behind a sense of conscious rectitude more 
soothing and refreabing than even thearomatic Lreeze from the 
fla~we: covered field of enlivening Spring. 

All such publication> as that in the Religious Herald of the 
23rd Feb.. in which Mr. Watt, while castigating you, (as he 
would have the public believe,) introduces me uncer the cdroua 
name of a followerof D.. Thomas, wil! like a dart whose force 
had beer entirely spent. fall harmless at our feet. For the infor- 
mation of the /earned gentleman, | beg lave to say through 
your paper, that althcugh he may be accust med to follow in 
the wake of some great man, yet Jacknowlecge no man on 
earth as my leader; one is my hkadercven Chiist. Tam sor- 
ty that Mr. Watt was not more particular in regard to what 
he has published in the article alluded 10; for he might have 
faved us the trouble. and himself the mortification of a cor 
rected statement. He has certainly made false impressions 
on the minds, at least, of Bro. Campbell and the Editor of the 
R. Herald, and | ; resume of some othtrs also; for in times past 
when folks saw things in a Religious paper, published by a 
preacher, they used to believe them, and | reckon some de 

i. Hence others besides Bro. C. and the Editor of the R. 
1H. may have been convinced that you areas ignorant of the 
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Hebrew alphabet, and Hebrew pronunciation as Mr. Watt hay 
shown himself to be; for he followed you in your pronunciation 
all the balance of the day until his learned trend, (1 suppose,) 
that night correcled him in his pronunciation; so the next da 
he came back and criticised on your pronunciation of Naphas 
and after he had forthe want of argument rode that hobby for 
two days you thought it was time for the poor puny to rest.— 
So you gave a reason for your pronunciation without the points, 
which Mr. Watt publicly admitted to be suffi ient, and there- 
upon put up his jaded pony to be fed and rubbed for another 
ride, when he should be hard pressed in his mental peregrina- 
tion over the barren soil of bis side of the question. So here 
he comes fatand slick from the stable of the R. H., kept by 
Mr. Sands in the City of Richmond, not without first having 
been well s‘uiled with a full bate of choice editorial remarks; 
and Mr. Watt booted and spurred, and dres:ed in a full suit of 

riestly livery, mounts, (as he sepposes,) the rampant pony; 
ut alas! alas? st 13 but the delusion of a dream; for soon be 
faulters and sinks beneath his ponderous rider and upon ex 
amination the poor animal i$ found to have “One eve out and 
Votoer blial, Toes lez broke an lame behind,’ and to be broken- 
winded, string halted and sparined, the effects of having been too 
severely rode when too young, by a fatand corpulent nder. But 
to speak without a figure; whatil you did pronqunece Nephesh 
wrong? does that prove any thing?) The question here was 
Is the Soul tmmortal? and the argument was; Dr. Thomas 
pronounces Hebrew wrong, therefore the Soul is immortall— 
[That's the amountof Mr. Watt's Hebrew argument, The 
truth is, you advanced arzuments of that occasion, unanswer 
edand unanswerable by Mr. Watt; !ence his object was, and 
gtill 1s, to draw off the public attention from those arc uments, and 
fix it upon the frash which isaimost alway} lugged into all dis 
cussions for the want of arguments. If Mi. Watt wished the 
wublic to be benefited by his account of the de’ate, why did 
he not state some of your chief argumentsand bis powerful 
and spirited refutation of them? And sureiy if you are 80 
very unlearned aud your views so very @benrd, it would beno 
hard task for the educated Mr. Watt totally to upturn the 
whole system. 


As to what relates to myself, I am persumded that the gen 
tleman alluded to in the article as holding a conversation with 
one of Dr. Thomas’ followers, would if consulted, have given 
a more correct account of that conversation. than that publish- 
ed by Mr. Wattinthe Herald. See foregoing extract, 

The occasion of that conversation was as follows: 


On the 2ndof August, I think it was, you were showing that 
no fixed and absolut’ sense can be attached to any word, but 
that the meaning of all words must be determined by the com: 
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tex’, and you refered to the word Naphash in the Hebrew Lexi 
a, prepare l by Gesentus aod tauslated by Robinson of An- 
ovier, Which bro. Anderson happened to have present, and 
after rewourkiog that Mr. Watt was bound to admit it as autho 
rity, for that the author belonged to the orthodox side in Reli- 
= you proceded to read the different meanings given in 
agli sh, by the author to the word *Nephesh,’ and among others 
ror said it meant “in copnexioa” a smelling bottle. So far 
rom attem ting to make tne people believe you were reading 
from the B ble tusteaiof the Lexicon, you told them what 
Book it was, who the author was, and where the book was com- 
piled. You also read over the references w tho-e various Seri 
tures without turning to other parts of the buok, and I think the 
people of that section although they may not know Hebrew, 
would certainly ka w that Job, Moses and Isaiah, did not all 
write on one an the sa ne page of the Bible; the. efore they had 
n> reason to tuiak you were reading Irom the Bible, because 
you did not tura over leaves as you read. Mr. Watt attempted 
to make the impression that the word Nephesh did not mean so 
insigailicant and so material a thingas perfume o° smell, and I 
suppose he succ*eded with some; fur wmile the people were tak- 
jaza recessa certain Mr. H bra (1 think they call him,) was 
expatiating largely toaclu,ter of peop!e about Mr Wats boasted 
triumoh over you in this behalf, when F re narked that Mr. 
Watt had reduce] the meaniag of Nephesh toa less thing than 
Dr. Tho nas, ad niting that the Dr. said what Mr. Watt alled- 
ed, he dil, thatisthat Nephe.h m ant a smelling bottle; for that 
Ir. Watt, by saying that it required the addition of another 
worlto mike it mean that, Sasretuced rt still lower, even to the 
scent ofabottle. Tais Mr. Hebern denied and contended far- 
ther that Nephesh did not mean smell; | replied it did mean per- 
fume! Mr. H. then said that Mr. Watthad proved that Dr. Thom- 
as had told a lie, and that those who supported him in it, were 
no better than the Dr., and that I might take itas [ pleased; to 
which I replied “1 shall take itus a Christian, and as a Christ- 
jan | an cou ninde! when [am reviled not to revile again?” 
Me. H replied that he did not mean to say that I had lied I re- 
joined, if you did not mean to include me in that remark | 
¢a nnotcomplain. Here the conversation ended andas I walked off 
I heard some one inform, Mr. H. who I was; to which he re- 
m rked, h> dil not care a damn who he was. Thrs ts the sub- 
stance, and in many parts the very language of that interview, 
and I think when Mr. Hebero sees this, however much he ma 
dislike your views or my conduct on that occasion he will he 
bound to ad nit itscorrectness, and as a gentleman fc2! under 
som * o»ligation to have the matter right before the public so fas 


as he ie concerned, A. B. WALTHALL 











Dear Brother Thomas, 


Having been called te to certily to the truth of som@ 
things in relauon to Watt's reportot the debate, and also Sand’g 
sub-editor’s remarks upon the Debate, &c.—I feei it my duty to 

ive as correct an account of those things a; | yossibiy can, 

Mr. Wattin his piece, endeavours to make it uy pear that you 
ried to impose upon the peuple the belief that you were reading 
from the Hebrew Bible, whiistin fact you were reading froma 
Hebrew Engli-b Lexicon. Now as respects this matter, Lean 
only answer for myself. Ido rot believe you designed to make 
any such impression. He must have drawn the conclusion 
himself since the Debate: for I attcnded the Debate cvery day, 
and | believe | heard every word. I live in the neighborhood 
and among the people who attendew the Debute, and if Mr. 
Wav had not been the author of that charge, how is it possi- 
ble, that [never heard the least hint of such a charge Letore I 
saw tt in the Herald? Since | saw it there, | bave asked 
seversl conce Thing it, and | hind if wae understocd from ye ‘ 
by ail, that you was reading cutoff the Lexicon? You never 
made any parade of your Hebrew learning. ‘Iie Herald says, 
that you have imposd to a great extent on the credulity of 
your fullowers by as-umptions cf le arming. I do rot know 
whatyou have done with your “followe.s:” but 1 can answer 
formysell and the bre thren to whom I am atttach: d, that we 
have not been imposed upon by you in any respect?) We are 
a tree peuple, and bave the priv ilege of thinking and acting for 
ourselves, as it re-peets the religion of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Chnst. I have notin word or writing, found ycu boast 
ing of your learning. You told the people at the Debate, that 
the Hebrew books you had were Bro. an‘erecn’s. Mr. Camp- 
hell says, Waitt “killed you at one blow!” [| can only say, if 
he did, iti: more than he has been able to do. Yes. ] will add 
more; | believe it would take beth together to stagger you in 
the least with Scriptural arguments. The Herald says, ‘sel- 
dom has a Debate had such a ludicrous terminatinr; pow, as 
far as you were concerned, itis notthe truth. ‘Rarely,’ it con- 
tinues, ‘has a di-putant so irretrrevanly pleced himself at the 
mercy of hisantagoni t.’ Neither is this true. 

Watt told me, in effect, that il wos impr esible for him to 
write out hia speeches, ashedi net remember what he said, 
Ac said a0 much. l have a w itness to this efle ct, if ever ne- 
cevsary, who was standing by at the ume he said it. JT saw 
saxd witness to dav, and asked bim aboot it; heobeerved that he recollected 
it very well. Mr. Watt continved to say more, at that interview, which 
was this, thet if Dr. Thomas would wnte out hie *hes, he would an 
ewer him? IT accomy anied —— to Bro. Stone's; the brethren had drawn up 
their convienons of the whole matter before we arrived. I believe ther con- 
victions to be very correct. Now, my Dear Brother, I would avy, bear 


these libela, which are, indead, palpeble absurdities, as a christian; we neod 
mot expect any thing better sources. We may calculate os 
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Meeting with diTiciltics, triala, do; they are necessary to try our faith.— 
We sald bea then with all christian fortitude, rad never bo cist. down 
or djrctad o1 account of them, which, I presum:, you are not. We 
should always recollect, that there is a rightsous Judue to judge us, end 
not th) oprnoas aad m sr presentations of oth rs. Yes, we are to be 
judged by the word of the Lord, which endares forever; and not by such as 
can swallow down th: more assertions of clerzyinen with the keenest ap- 
petite inorder to con Jem. a brother in the Lord! Tuat such an one may 
not be cha lenael on stronger evidence than that is m prayer for him! 
Astonished! astonis ed! am I at his proceedings for the last ycar or more! 
Yvuur’s in the hope of eternal life, 

THOMAS ARVIN. 
Lunenbur: County Va. 
March 7ta, 1333. 





ADDRESS TO THE BRETHREN IN CHRIST. 


The congregation of Christ at Bethel, Jetersville, Amelia 
Va., to the corre gations of Carist in all paces: Favour, mer- 
ey and peice be multiplied to you, through the knowledg: of 
G 1, andor Jesu *, our Lord. 

Bro. A. Ciny>ell andthe conz-egation in Philadelphia, hav- 
ing published to you and the world, theirrenunciation of John 
Thomasol thiscouaty, andall who recognize said John Thomas 
to be a christian, a; unworthy of christian fellowship with 
them; we have Ciouz it it right, an | not to be judged out of place 
or ine, to present oarselves before yeu, craving your patient 
attention, whilst we attempt to lay betore you, a simple, a con- 
cise, and we trust, faithful aecount of so:ne of the views we 
have taken of those matters, which agitate and distract “this 
reformation.” 


A short review of his (Bro, Thomas’) alledged “abomina- 
le” doctrin®s we ask Gest to be allowed to tak’. To our minds 
the grant foun tition question, with wh ch all tae rest are more 
or less remotely connected, for holding and promulgating the 
negitive, of which Boo. T. has been reprobated as a materia- 
list, branded as an infilel, and denounced as unworthy of the 
name of Caristian.—we say, to our minds, the main funda- 
mental question, is this, was there at the bezinning, when the 
“Lord Gol forme! man of the dust of the earth, and breathed 
into his vo:trils the breath of life, and man became a living 
soul,” a substance created, which was not matter, and an- 
nexed toan organized body composed of dust of the ground, 
and which was, frou the moment of its creation, to ve neces- 
sarily, esse rtially, ab <olutely and unconditionally, immortal and 
indestructible, and which should subsist for a time, indepen- 
dent of the orzanized matter to which it had been annexed in 
a disembodied con-cious state? 

Tho we bold to be a point revelation aside, which reason 
could never determine. But the word of the Lord is truth- 
sure, steadfast and everlasting. Show us a single, “Thus saith 
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the Lord,” or a “Thus itis written,” in affirmation of the 
vestion, and we say, amen; we have been taught by some of 
the prominent actors in this reformation, to call “Bible- things 
by Bible-names,” and that as words represent ideas, if the 
words are not in the Book, neither are the ideas. ‘I he inspir- 
ed Moses records the simple account above of man’s begin: ing, 
the sentence pronounced upon him for his transgression,— 
“dust thou act, and unto dust shalt thou return,” avd its exe 
ecution, 930 years from his creation,—‘ he died.” No where in 
Moses’ history of Adam’s creation and death, can we finda 
“Thus saith the Lord.” wh.ch taught him that Le Lad an im- 
mortal spirit within him, thet would, when his bedy shculd re- 
turn to the dust, exist for ages in a disembodied conscious 
slate. 

Neither in Genesis, norto the end of Revelation, can we find 
such a “Thon it is written,” or “Thus saith the Lori,” as thag 
man is composed of matter and spirit, the matter shall return 
to the dust of the ground, whence it was taken, but the spirit 
being immortal, immaterial and indestructible, shall necessati! 
live ina conscious state for ever. Can there be found in al 
the Book. a “Thus it is written. or saith the Lird,” for the re 
union of body and ‘disembodied spirits.’ 

In the absence of such authority, Bro. T. fecls himself 
bound to hold the position he does, whichis the negative, and 
from which it follows, as an inseparab e consequence, that man 
without Jesus Christ, the resursection and the life, perishes as 
the brute. 

Though, what is all important, a “Thus saith the Lord, cr 
it is written,” it will be yielded, cannot be ound, in affinnation of 
the question, yet, it is contended there are scattered throughout 
the writings of Prophets and A ostles, numercus passages 
which imply, that the doctrine of disembodied buman spirits 
in a conscious state, imperishable cond indestructible,” was al- 
ways held and universally received and believed as true, by 
the holy men of God. But it may be well quesvionced whether 
God would leave waz to find out such a truth from bewthder- 
ing inplieations. Is itso with the truth of the doctrine of 3 
resuriection? 

Sinve the appearance to man, of “the Way. the Truth and 
the Life.” the writings and sayings of Evangel:-ts and Apos- 
tles do, indeed. abound w'th numerous incidental allusions te 
a resurrection fiom anong the dead.” and thesee a'lu ions do 
most clearly imp!y. that the Fvargeliste and Arost'es believ- 
ed the doctrine of a re wrrection of the body to be trve. But 
unlike those in the preceeding care; these incicental allu-iors 
and implication« rest on the everlast »g and immutab!e basis 
of a “Thus sait the Lord.” 

Now out of this parent question have arisen many and va- 
rious others; many of which ace -according to our judgment -of 
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‘te purely speculative character. A discussion of some of them 
bas occupied prominent places in the Harbinger and Advocate 
for some months past, and finally eventuated in the expulsion 
of Bro. T. from the feliowship of certain brethren. 

Paul contemplates man as a being composed of “body, soul 
and spirit,” but upon neither of these component parts does he 
pretend to theorise o: to speculate—he pretends not to consider 
either absiractedly. We therefore, with our brethren in Phi- 
hadelphia, bey vent and disallow’ ali Bro. T’s speculations; 
and hold what he and Bro. Walthall have written and said, to 
show that the ‘blood of man was his soul, and bis breath the 
Spirit,’ as speculative, ‘untaught’ and unprofitable. And so 
we hol! much that has been spoken and published by other 
brethren, upon the subject of abstract spirit. Yet we cannot, 
on this account, treat them as “pagans and publicans.” 

We understand Bro. Thomas, as maintaining the opinion, 
inferenti iy drawn from what he advocates as the trath of the 
funda nental question already stated, in connexion with his 
views of the Gospel of Christ; that none but those whohear the 
Gospel, believe and obey ut, and by a perseverance in well do- 
ing, seek for glory, honor and immortality, can have eternal 
lite; that tn anis, Idiotsand Pagans who die such, are not em- 
brace] within the salvation of the Gospel. For according to 
Paul, this “Gospel of Christ, is the power of God for salvation 
to all who believe.” Now if there be a power of God for the 
salvation of those who cannot believe, it must be some other 
than the Gosp lL. It can be admitted, there may be some oth: 
power with infinite goodness, if it can be supposed the Scrip- 
tires do not contain a full revelation of the future and unalt- 
fidle destiny of earch one and allof Adam's race. Batif they 
do contaiy such a r-velation, and there be little eise than si- 
lence in then ia relercnee to the future destiny of idiots and 
i fants, is there not a very strong inference forcing u-elf _— 
us, that as they are brought into existence unconscious, live 
unconscious ard die unconscious, so they will continve uncon- 
scious fore er? It may not be as clear to our minds as it is to 
thitof Bro. T., therefore we do not agree with him in the 
opinion which h» so strongly expresses, that “God has 
ai certainly revealed jo us the future destiny of infants, as he 
his the way of eternal life.” Yet for this difference of opin- 
joo, we cannot disclaim fellowship with him, for tous it doe: , 
not seem to involve any princiyle of a practical tendency. — . 

We invite the serious-an1 unprejudiced attention of allt, 
wat Bro. Campell ha» written in his Extra, commencing j« a¢ 














there sets forth “the evidences of Bro. T’s departure (romt; qo 
eird'nal articles of the ch:istian faith,” and considers the pe g¢. 
tical t-n’ency of” (what he aleges to-be) “the new theor ¢.9, 
Man, and of the future state.” If we should not im our DC tig, 
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of what he has written unde: these heads, present ourselves be- 
fore the subject in a servile, cringing, suppicatory attitude, we 
trust Bro C's known love of irankoess, caundour and indepen- 
dence, will plead our cause successfully with him, To eed 
Bro. C. roundly assert that Bro. ‘T. had denied the “resurree- 
tion of the dead,” might weil nigh make one, who had not ex- 
amined tor himself, think bro. ‘Liomas had dened that “hope 
and resurrction of the dead,”’ which ovee ciad Paul with such 
majesty and power and strength Le.cre Kings and Councils.— 
But nut so. Bro C. charges hinw with deaying the “resurrection 
and the judgmentof the world.” 

What says Bro. Thomas! He contemplates the human race 
under two great divisions—those whe have tue word of life and 
those whohave u not. The latter division embraces pagans, 
infants and idiots; the former, camyrehends ihe e, who not | 
Only have the word of life but lave puritied their hearts by J } 
obeying it. denominated the “just,” and these who will not 
obey it, these are the “unjust.” He iurther holds, that the | 
“ust and the unjust,” will be the only ;e:-ons raised fiom the 
dead; the former to enjoy eternal life, and the latter to sufler 
the “second death,” and that ail others, inc )uding idiots, pagans 
and inlants, shall die and sink into a state of endless insensi- 
bility. Thus we find Bro. T. denying a resurrection in Bro. 

C's sense, bul mainta uing a resurtmcbcn, acc rding to what 
he, Bro. T. conceives tobe the Sen wiral sense. 


aii ambi 4 at Latent Be ieee oe 


Bro. C. argues, as 9 denial of “the resurrection,” implies a 
denia! of a “judgment of the world,’ u& would be needless to 
make more than one article of ul. that ts a denial of the ‘resur- 
rection.’ which charve he think-, we supose, he has proven 
upoa him. If a denial of the re urrection imphes a denial of 


the judgment of the world, thon the otmation of the resur- 
rection of all the dead, tiplics a jucgwment of all—not exclud- 
ing infaxts and idiots. 

Shall we reckon iofanis and idiots amongst those “at the 
last day.” who shall be judged out of those things, which 
were wiriten in the books, according to lheir works? In what 
sense shalhwe under .tand our Saviour waen he shall say ina 
coming day t infants and idiots; well done thou good and 
faithfol servant,—l was hungry, nek d, sick, and you fed, 
clothed and administered unto me? 

Whether Bro. T’s views, liainng the “unjust” to those who 
tear and will not recerve the Gox«pel, be false or true, we are 
at prepared to give clear and decided opinion. Butassuming: 
Mem to be false, ve do not think perversion and misrepresen- 
edjon of them arr necessary to their refutation, The truth 
undains such auxil‘aries, and indignantly frowns upon their in- 
anience. We douht not, thot it was unintentional with Bro. C, 
of ververt or miavepresent int) i. matter. but think it arose from 

_ Ngapprebensien on his part., But designed or undesigned 
nou: = 
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: 
the effect is the same on Bro. T. as far as Bro. C’s influence 
reacbes with those, who “think apd think ior tie mselves,” but 
littie. Hear bio. C! “He (Dr. Sal Uelles pci petual exist- 
ence to any human being in virtue ot hisde-ce:.t irom Adam. 
He (Dr. ‘I’..) also teaches, the unjust shall Le iorever punished. 
Now the question ts, whence this per eicai evi-tence to the 
unjust! neither trom Adam nor Chit, says br. T2”) Thus 
Bro. C’s misapprehensicn mis presents Lio ‘Tl. and concludes 
by fixing ov him this triumypbaut absuidiiy, “unbelief gives 
them endless boing.” 

Beioe such an absurdity cat be fixed on Bro. T. it must 
first be shown, that the ideas of an ever: ling punishment 
necessarily wnplies the endless conscious exi-tcnce of its sub- 
ject, and that a person can, at one and the »:me time, be the 
subject of the eternal or “second ceuth” auc cf an endless 
eou-cious hing. And befcre thew lust picpo ition can be 
shown to be tue, mt wall Le necessary, fist io prove, that the 
“second death 1s a figurative expressicn, urd nei ihe antithesis 
of “eternal lite” in; oint of being. 

So much for that absurdity;in the notieng of which we 
have anticipated another perversion, gicwiug cutof the same 
misapprehension, where, in Consiceilan thc | rac tical tenceucy 
of the doctrine, he says, “it would be c uel tusctd sucha Gos- 
pel tothe heathen, and that itis more mic nt than bene. 
nevolent, because, forscoth, the greatest part ci them would te 
made unjust by il, und ihus made jf PevTeyv Tiiseese ble, wv hereas 
Without it, they would only have aun eterna: re Cin the bosom 
of undi-tu:bed unconsciousness.” Lio. ©. *)uts it to the up- 
derstanding, and conscience of every reacer, to say if this is 
not cruej.” But we would re-pecttu cy sebucit it to Bro, C. to 
say, if the cruelty, (if it be crueity.) is net op the other side, 
For does not Pro. C. teaeh there arc decrees ot tuture punishe 
ment, and that tho:e, who hear the glad tdi gs of mercy and 
reject them, are more worthy of puntsiime.t, (oan those who 
have never beard them? And does he po: aduict, the number 
who hea: and reject, greatly exceeds thet ot those who hear 
and accept? Admuittir gv SO much, must he not allow, on hiz 
own principle of arguing, that it would be cruel to send the 
gospel to persons, when it will be the “ocea-ion” of an aggra- 
vation of tneir mi,ery forever? 

The Gorpel mikes men unjust! We have thought the 
proper meaning would be getter expressec, ihe rejection of it 
makes then so—at any rates aggravate their guilt and con- 
demnation. What did our Saviour mean when he said to cer- 


tain of the Jews, “If I had not spoken to you, you had not sin- 


ned.” 

"We understand Bro. Thomas to hold and maintain, that 
“hope and resurrection of the dead,” about which Paul writes 
simply, yet go sublimely in 1 Cor. 15.. ..uppose some onenew 
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@hould ack, with that idle curiosity and speculative inquisitive. 
mexs, which prompted sume at Coriath to the days of Paul. ~ 
“How can the unjust dead be raised up, and with what kind of 
body do they cone?” Wao would an<wer the questiva in Paul’s 
language? —“Simpleton—it is sown in corsuption—it is raised 
in glory &c.” No one; as the Scripiures give no answer 
there is none to be found among men. Ii it be clear that Pa 
is here writing of the resurreciion of the righteous, is 1 not, 
in some degive, evideot that the 22 v. must be taken in a limit 
ed sense? 

Uader the most enlarged view that we are capable of takin 
of this waole matter, aad after the most anxiwus and apna 
jove stization taut we are able to bestow upon it, in reference 
tothe “great ead of mo ality and relizion,” whether in this 
life or the tuture, we are brouzirt to the conclusion, that there 
are ot, ta is practical tendencies, those dang rs which seem 
to excite and alarm the appreben ion of muny. 

Bear with usa little longer, while we advert to some things, 
Witch many of us have fearned trom Bro. ©. He says,—"is 
it pre.w ned, the momentous change; already acecanplished in 
Earlishs riety —are the lezittnats conse juences of a single 
maixin—‘manly nature is, and of right ought to be, a dAinking 
being’ —he oust not only to think, but to (eink for himself.” 
“To thove of the most enlarged conceptions of buman affair’, 
and of th: natural tendsneres of things, we rmagine it will ap- 
pear modtevilent, that is safer and happier lor society, 
thatthe mind should be permitted to rest with full assurance 
only Upon ils own lovestizatvion, and that pertect treedom of in- 
quiry should be quaranteed to every man to reason, examire 
and judze tor Aimee!f, on all suticcts im the least, involving 
his own preseat or future destiny, or that of society. Happy 
is it for the general interest of all science aud all cocicty, that 
when men begin to think and reason and . er ide for themselves, 
on any one subject unrestramed by the; ro eriptron, ay d unaw- 
ed by the autiority of past ages, it is not within their own 
pow *‘r. nor within the grap of ANY Cktitiete auth ‘rity on earth, 
to restrein their speculations.” 

Azain,—“ We ose met with no author— who could make 
us understand what are the i:tellectual and moral powers— 
whieh constitute that something, called the human mind” Ia 
addition we would invite your atiention tothe ‘ Dover decree,” 
published in the Harbinger, by which certa n persons were driv- 
en out from amongst the bapti.ts for their heretical love and 
zeal for truth. and to Bro. C’s :emarks vpon that memorable 
occasion, All these things maturely weighed end properly ap 
plied, will keep us mightily in this trying crisis. 

We have had per-onal in’ercourse with Io. Thomas; we 
have seen him in private and-in public, and we have seen noth- 
ing but the exemplary christian; his moral, unexcepiionabie; bu 
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fife rigidly self-denying. A's to his style and manne of aé- 
vocating what he cuncvives to be the truth, we say there has 
been tvo inuch pungency—too much bluntness—tov much 
roughness;—and a seeming disregard for the teelings of others, 
which, a love aod zeal for the t.uth do not require, and we do 
not approve. 

We moreover declare, that we differ from him in the inter- 
pretation, which he gives certain passages of the Scriptures, 
illustrative of his alleged obnoxious tenets. 

Thus have we freely expressed ourselves about this brother 
and his principles,—having in our poor way and in as brief a 
manner as we could well set forth an exposition of the reasons, 
which have determined us in the course we have taken. After 
much anxious reflection, and we think, mature deliberation, 
we are con -tiained to give Ht as the candid and honest convic- 
tion of our minds, that the congregation in Philadelphia, have, 
in the rejection of Bro. T. from christian fellowship, put aside 
New ‘Testament precedent and precept, and therefore have done 
wrong. 

Have they proceeded according to the authority of the Bi- 
ble? 

Was the 18 c, of Matthew consulted and acted upon by 
them? 

Does the parable of the wheat and darnel afford no practi- 
eal instrucuon, by wrich a different decision might have beea 
made? 

Can a discrimination between Bro. T. anda christian be made 
With more accuracy and precision, than between the wheat and 
darnel? {f there be not a greater dissimilarity between tin 
aud a christian, than there is between darnel und wheat, we 
ask why should the advice, given by our Saviour in that para- 
ble, be contemn: d? 

We will even put his case upon the extreme ground, that he 
is darnel amongst the wheat, (which, however, we deny) that 
the precipitaney, and unwartantable procedure of the Phitadel- 

hia congregati. n may be most apparentto all. We cannot but 
we! from this parable. in what an exceedingly delicate and 
tender manner, our Saviour regarded the exci-ion cf mem- 
bers of the church.: But all these teachings are thrown aside, 
and Bro. Thomas numbered among-t “pagans and yubli- 
cans.” We do now by the weightiest considerations of broth- 
erly .ve harmony, peace an! unity of spirit, sericus!y anc earn- 
estiy impli. re our brethren in Philadel hia, to re flect upon what 
they have done, re-olve the consc quences. and, if they find as 
we really think, they have done wrong, rescit d their rerolution, 
We solemnly and affectionately call upon all the congr gations 
which mav wt ete gone so far, to pause, and weigh the whole 
matter, deliberately, cautiously, thoroughly, te‘ore they resort 
So tbe harsh means of the Philadelphia congregation. We 
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pray you may he governed in what you do, by the wisdom 


bon. r*fos ver. 


which ce nes from God, our Saviour, to whom be glory and 
Amen. 
Lei us not be alienated in our affections and driven asunder 


by man’s \aia speculations and unprotitabie abstract questions, 
upon the essence of things. Let those, who will, investigate 
and pursve such vanities, Ull they are lostamid the murky togs 
of mysticiun, but let us Setake ourselves to the migber and no- 


bier buise.s of endeavoring to pursue ihe unity of the spirit 
by the boo J: ot peace; let us rc joice with our Saviour’s beloved 
; *inie ; 

disciple, in the assurance that “though at does noi yel appear 


; ’ ; ; , 
thal we svat be, vet wheahe, (our Lor’) ay pears, we shall be 
dike him—we shall see bim as he ts.” ‘ine Apostle John 
does bolstop to contemplate an “intermediate state,” nor to 


speak of tic happiness of his ‘disembodied’ spintia that state— 
nor dows he speculate upon what be shou.! be—whether ‘flesh 
or bones,’ or any thing else, but his eyes are ixed in an enrap- 
tured gaz’ upon the glorious appearing ot the Lord. 


By order of tse whole congregation at Beth’, with the excep- 
tion Of one member, whose objection ixy Ot against the 
mnatter ihe letter, but aruse from ap opivion thatits publi- 
eation au would be premature. 

THOMAS FE. JUTER, ? Eld 

JOHN H. JACKSON, 46 “°O°T®: 


March 10:4. 1838. 


A few reVections suggested by the preceding ‘Addrese.’ 


Io all the battles fought under the most sk fu! generals of 
which I hav’ read in history, I find that in mar -halling the or- 
der of the Grit, they always place tn the reac a Wong corps de 
reserve, which oftentimes nevermingles in toe strofe, that they 
may be able tv confirm the waverings of Ue wines or centre, or, 
if need be. to give ao overwhelming igpetus tw the grand as- 
sault by which the fortane of the day 3 © be ¢d.eided. This 
movement cained the battle of Marengo. and well nigh secured 
to the sane Commander, victory on the plains of Waterloo.— 

tut his glory was transient, and his *im.aorte'ity’ hounded by 
the narrow limits of the passing age. He fougut for glory, for 
honor, for a deathless fame; but alas! for the vanity of human 
ainbition, be fought and missed the prize. His reserves work- 
ed wonders for his renown; but in the age to come, his genus, 
his generalship, bis valour in the fight, bis conquests, and his 
dethronement of kings will all have been thrown into the 
ehade of oblivion by the incomparable fea's of the Mighty 
Hero, before whose august presence, thrones shall fall, au@ 
monarchs bite the dust! In that day, he will bring up his re 
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serve of cavalry, (Rev. xix.) and upoa his own white charger, 
bathe bis sword to ibe hiltin the blood of the slain. Whate 
day of terror ts his foes will that be! But how joy.ul to them 
who have sought for glory, honor, and immortality by aperse- 
verance in well-doing! 

Joyful in hope and patient in tribulation is the dispos‘tion of 
those, Who belore the grand crisis of the conflici, fight the 
good fight of faith. The allied army under Wcilington in the 
campaign in VPelgium, the battle ground, of Euicpe, isa re- 
markable illusiration of endurance in suflering fur the hope of 
victory. Thre hundred pieces of orcnanee u cwed down 
their ranks by hundreds. Deep and frightful chasms were 
made in their sulid squares, yet did their courage and their 
ranks remain unbroken! They fought and congucid—but for 
what? For vanity! And shall it be said, that they endured 
hardness as good soldiers; that they imperiled liu.hs and life— 
that they braved death in forms the most excruciating, not 
for fading crowas, but for the hire of a day:—und that the 
christian, their contemporary, has not the covrace to face, in 
the cause of truth immutable, a frowning and persecuting 
world! May the thought perish! We will rather indulge the 
hope that there is even in this superficial age, a 7000 who 
will not bow the knee to Baal, and some Elijats it least whe 
fear not to discard tim openly, though there may be many 
Ahabs who go about to kill them. 

For myseli, | would not only be patient in tribalation, but 
rejoice in suffering, ii by that endurance, the Wuth might be 
advanced to its‘complete development. When | review the 
past, | am inclined to say with Milton, ‘best are all things as 
the will of God ordains them.’ I know from Scriptare, that 
‘all things shall work together, for good to them that love God 
and are tlre called according to his purpose.’ In my own ex- 
pe:ivence I have verified the truth of this. For my own sake, I 
do not regret that I have been the subject of misicpresentauion, 
slander, and ecclesiastical vengeance; I] regret it for the sake 
of those, who have so far forgot themselves as gentlemen and 
christians as to have reccurse to such unwerthy proc: edings lo 
stop the month of one whose rights and privileges are cqual to 
theirown. It isa pity for them, that they shculd so far have 
miscalculated their own power and autl crity, as to suppose 
that they could veto the frce discussion of ary ;cint whatever, 
They have brought up theirreserves They have struck the 
last, and therefore, their most potent blow; but happily, thanks 
t> the temper of our breast plate, shield, and helmet, withous 
effect. David’s sling and stone was a match for Goliah’s spear 
though massive asa weaver’s beam! So truth will ever be 
proved to be too strong for error, though marsnalled under the 
patronste of the Goliahs of the literary word. 

By this time, I suspect, my opponents will have concluded, 
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that they have been too precipitate in the steps they have takeg 
egainst me. Crooked policy generaliy deleats itseli. I havg 
Bever had recourse to it, but have aiways been straightforward 
and above board, which, in the long run, will be tound to be 
the best porcy, for it is honest. | confess, | huve not labored 
so elaborately as | might have done ia sustaining the positions 
lL have set forth. [have adapted my detence to the nature of 
the attack | have had to bear. This has bveu, as far as argu- 
ment is concerned, sofeeble and so pointes, that | have rang: 
ed much, that could have been advanced in the rear guard ag 
a corps de reserve or body of feseive. We have thrown 8 
few bomb:, congreves, and hand grenades intu our opponent's 
trenches which have done their works much Camage; but as 
Our garrison has heen strakghtened neither fo; watei, provisions 
bur forage, we have contented ourselves with posting the 
watch for the bok out, while we have reserved our main foree 
fortime of need. But from all appearances, we do not think, 
that our reseree of defence will be needed: we shull, therefor 
at some tuture day convert it intea reserve of offence, —_ 
carry the war into the hostile territory. 

li it were only the giving birth to the preceding Address, 
we should sot regret the call made upon the congregation te 
which we belong to ceal summarily with our uleged Heresy. 
kt isan able, dignified, temperate, and impariiel Cocument; and 
does mach credit to the bead and heart of the physician whe 
d-ew it up by order of the Church. The brethren, who com. 
pore this congregation know me well; for | go in and out before 
the on every allernate Lord’s day. They are well acquainted 
Wits my seotim nts, which they hear from) my own lips; and 
ti-y know ofy actions, for they can observe them with theit 
owa eyes. This address was drawn up, submitted to the 
C warch, and approved, before | knew that such a thing was ip 
Gs tation. 

Mr. Camphe'l ought to insert this address, as well as that of 
the Paineville and Furk Churches, in the Harbinger. Th 
ere documents which would never have scen the ight if he ha 
a xtcalle! them forth. Surely he will not destroy his ows 
work, and vay, they shall not appear on my pages! If he do 
mot, he may preach about independence, and honesty of pur 

se, about christian morality and so forth; but it will all be 

ike the preaching of the Pharisees; who «aid, but did not what 
Prey said. That this may not be laid to hi« chaige with more 
truth than has yet appeared is the hope of the 


Liberty, Amelia, Va. 
March 25th, 1838. 


When the million applaud you, seriously ask yourself what hare 


Evirom 


pou have done; when thsy censure you, what go.!—Loce® 
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*Superadded to these, I have received a very well written, candid, ana 


Rhave nodowbd!, a very correct view of the Hebrew part of said discussion, 


from the pen ot the Presbytenan Clergyman, Mr. J. S. Watt with whom 
Doctor Thomas debated on Matenalism.” * * © © “This unfortunate 
blunder, cuimpletely killed the Doctor at one blow.” * * ® “Mr. 
Watt has elaborated this matter with creat spiritand power.” ¢ 8 ® 
“Bemdes these, I have received numerous otherdecuments.” * 8 & "J 
very thankfully acknowledge the receipts of these favors.” 

The Author uf “ Morality of Christiane,’ in the Millennial Harbinger. 


Jllustration by Mr. Albert Anderson. 


Prince Edward, March 5th, 1838. 
Brother Thomas, 

Brother Wilson tells me that your bro. Robert has a letter 
fron you to me, and bro. W. thinks it contains a request for me 
to give a cerllicate of the way in which you were brought into 
the Debate with Mr. Wait. I think | can give a correct state- 
mentin substance. In a conversation between Mr. Watt and 
brother L. Arvin, brother Arvin understood Mr. Watt to send 
an invitation to me fora Debate. A letter was written by my- 
self to Mr. W., on account of said invitation; my letter propos- 
edan inteiview for the purpose of making the necessary ar- 
rangernents. Mr. W. however, in his auswer to my letter, 
stated his rezret, that such an impression had been made upon 
my mind as an invitation to debate; that he bad been forced 
into a declaration of his willingness to debate, by questions put 
him, such as why do not some of your learned men undertake 
them &e. | vive the substance from memory. 

However, an interview took place. It was proposed on my 
part, that we should throw our views on some important points 
tato plain, rate!ligidble propositions; that on compating said pro- 
positions, we should lay aside such as agreed, and discuss such 
as did not azree. This proposal was not agreed toby Mr. W. 
Nothing seeined to suit him, butan attack upon your celebrated 
Tussekiab address upon tne subject of justification, enforced 
upon the atteation of your audience at that place, by an inter 
esting consid+ration, and expose of the Red heifer subject 
eontained in the 19th of Numbers. (As we afterwards learn- 
ed,) it was not upon your whole address that he wished to make 
his attack, but upon a‘lenth ot tithe of it. Truly, this was 
clerzy like, 10 do with the tithe. He wanted me to put myself 
into ‘your shoes, thatis to identify myself with you in reference 
to what he looked upon as your views, This was refused on 
my part. It was at length agreed that he should deliver his 
wn one hour address, and that I should in the second hour say 
what I pleased about it, That afterwards we should go on 
half an bour alternately, attacking and defending what we 

leased, This was a singular arrangement; but it seemed te 
this or none. 

Jt whs afterwards agreed, for me to call you to the Debate 
8 
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on my part, and that he should call some of his brethren on hig 
part. 


When it was ascertained that you would attend, and was 
understood that he had not prevailed on any of his brethren to 
aid lun; « was suggested to him, that as he designed his at- 
tack upon Jr. 7°, the people would expect Dr. T. to defend 
himself. bie seemed to agree to this as a reasonable sugges- 
ton, This ts, (as wellas | remember,) a slatementin eub- 
slame ol the matter. 


tro. Campbell’s commendation of Mr. Watt's criticism, as 
Written with great spirit and power, has come very wnexrpect- 
edly upon ime; indeed Lam almost @mazcd at bro. C’s eulog 
upon such a manas Mr. W., especially when contracted wit 
his ‘belitt/cing’ expressions about John Thomas. Where were 
this spiriftand power during the Debate?) Were they in his 
elucidation of his exceilent text: “Though we or an angel 
from heaven preach any other gospel, &c.”. When he went 
on with his appeals to sectarian prejudice, by giving a history 
of the Baptists beiore the Revolution, during the Re volution, 
and since that time, or to national pre) wiicesa, When he abused 
you forbeing an Englishman, and so grossly abused you asto 
be called to order, and to submit to that call with so bada 
grace,as to cause one of the gentlemen moderators to nse 
from his seat. and threaten not to sit any longer, if Mr. W. did 
not desist? Or were they developed, when he ezvhi/nted noise 
instead of sense, about your using a Hebrew Lexicon, and 
wheo he obviously did this, because he was unable to return 
argument.« to arguments, and was obliged to fill his half hours 
with roctferations, or leave them unfilled? Brother Camp- 
bell’s eulogy upon such a man, is to me incomprehensible! I 
am not a man given to personal prejudices, yet, when I endea- 
vyored to get hold of arguments from Mr. W. 1 continual! 
caught bubbles which contained nothing fangible. One was al 
most tempted to think that Mr. W. was trying to break bones 
in his words, he pressed upon them so hard and so long! I 
write in haste Lovie been waiting a while on account of 
rain. Believe me, your brother in the hope of a glorious 1e 


surrection. 
ALBERT ANDERSON, 


Wrans on ‘rut » ~piee or Inrants,” 
Brother Thomas, 
Certain indications, which have presented themselves in the 


times of this “crisis,” and of which you seem to have been the 
gubject, have remioded meof this passage of Luke’s testine- 
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ny:—““While he spoke these things, the Scribes and the Pha* 
risees began vehemently to press him with questions on many 
ents laying snares for him, in order todraw from his own 

oulh matters of accusation against him.” This was a 
mean arlilice, yet perfectly consistent with the character of the 
Scribes and Pharisees of our Lord’s age. There are Scribes 
Row, who scribble many things, which it would show their 
wisdom to withhold. Bat, if they will gratify their cacoet hes 
scribendi, or itch of scribbling, by scribbling nonsense, ’tis a 
pity they will persist in thrusting upon you, as articles of your 
faith their own superficial deductions from what you have written 
This, however, is a grievance you will have to bear with pa- 
tence. [tis difheult to write upon any subject without being 
misinter; reted by biassed or prejudiced people. You must be 
content to bear the fate of all advocates for truth as opposed to 
error. Ail youcan do, is to supply your readers with subjects 
for reflection; it is beyond your power to furnish them with in- 
tellects to comprehend or to digest them. 

In the Hurbinger for March, which has just come to hand, I 
see two letters from M. Winans. In the first, he says, that he 

had addressed you on the ‘salvation of infants’ Salvation of 
Bpeente: ls this a Bible phrase for a Bible thing? Is there 
any such an expression in the whole book of God? We have 
been taurlit, that if the phrase is not in the Bible, the thing 
Msicnified by the purase is not there either. Believing this to 
be true, | conclude, that no such idea as the ‘salvation of in- 
fants’ evergatered the head of the holy men. ol God who wrote 
‘the Bible. Uf then it belongs not to the language of Canaan 
it must certainly be sought for in the vocabulary of Ashdod 
alone. ‘I'he salvation of infants from what? From the pains 
and penalties of Hell forever? Sectariau theology answers 
‘yes.’ Are infants, then, liable to ‘the damnation of Hell’ from 
he unfortunate circumstance of their being descended from 
the First Hunan Pair who disobeyed God? The theological 
world will have it sot But there is no such doctrine in the 
Bible as the damnation of infants to the flames of Hell forever; 
if therefore, they are to be saved, their salvation must be a de- 
liverance from something else. And what is thatthing? Isit 
from temporal death? It cannot be from this; because all in- 
fants die; and no such event ever happened, as the translation 
of an infantto heaven. If then, it be neither from the ills of 
life, temporal death, nor the damnation of Hell, what else can 
‘it be, but from an eternal sleep? And if it be from an eternal 
death, where is this taught inthe Bible? For myself, I have 
‘searche:! for 1) but searched in vain. 

M. Winans goes on to say, that he showed you, that Ca- 
haan was a typeof Heaven, and that infants entered it without 
faith; from which, his inference appears to be, that infants will 

enter heaven upconditionally! Now, 1 cannot, call this tea 
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soning, and sure I am, it is not scriptural; because nohis 
which ts absurd is sustained by Bible testimony. 

— His syllogism suggests the following to my mind:—Cinaag 
iwatype of Heaven; Philstines were in Canaan as thons ig 
the sides of Israel; Ergo, there will be Philistines as thogs jn 
the sides of the Israci in Heaven! Again, he says,— ‘Gol did 
not speak fo infants, but that] e spoke of them,’ therelors jn- 
fants are taken to heaven unconditionally! Let us try thé also 
by the rule of reductio ad absuraum., Ail that Goe has 
not spoken fo will be saved; God has not spoken to brutes Ep-§ 
go, brutes will be saved and that too unconditicnally! Hef 
seems to lay niuch stress on the text, “as in Adam ail up. so 
im Christ shall aii be made alive.” Ready,iam astogshed 
that “the usual good sense and point Which cheracterte the 
Doctor.” have forsaken him here. Let him turn tothe cotext, 
and he will find thut the “all does not apy} ly to allot Aani’s 
race ordescendants; but ts liwited to ah of Adam’s peserily 
who are “in Christ:” for Paul ts talking about the resurtction 
of those who had fallen asleep in Christ and not out ofhim. 
Sv easy is it to demolish such orthodox and Hints) ““ubLu-Secu- 
lative’ speculations! 

By his second letter, I find, that the Advocate is “bout, for 
anew discovery.’ He gives inthe form of a quotation a yne 
of your doctrines, “all that have been immersed, not u ver- 
standing at the time, that immersion was for remission of fins, 
must be re immersed.” Now It confess, that | have neve un- 
dei stood this to be your view of the matter. As it stam in 
M. W's letter, J should suppose, that you taughi ‘/mmerion 
for the Remission of Sins; but | have never read any tach 
docirine as thisin your Advocate. I have understood yr to 
teach that God punt s the hearts of men by faithin the od 
of Chiist and that this faith to be of benefit to the subjcet, ast 
be accompanied by a burial in water into his death mal 
right? 

Do you teach, as M. *V. says, that the punishment d the 
wicked in Hell will not be perpetual; or in other words that 
sothing will be punished eternally? 

As to James A. Butler, | know not what to say of himafter 
eomparing his letter to you in the Advocats /~ ith that Db A. 
Campbell in the present Harbinger! 1} will offer no comnent 
on his case, furtherthan to say that ‘the end does not surwtly 
the means,’ and that we have no right te do evil Ut an 
alleged good may come. Let the reader compare the two do- 
cuments, and make his own conclusions. ‘Put pot your trust 
in princes, nor in the son of man, in whem there is no hdp.— 
His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in tha) very 
day his thouglits perish. Happy is he that hath the God f Ja- 
cob for his help,) whose hope is in the Lord his Ged.” Y e® 
he that has this refuge is a strong fortress and secure ‘ref eves 


ry danger. OMICRON, 
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| poipted by oy bn in Mr. Watt’s behalf. T 


Reply to the Queries. 

_““do not teach ‘Immersion for the Remission of Sin; but a 
ef of “the Gospel concerning Jesus and the Resurrection,” 
1an obedience to it; which consists in being buried in water 
o his death and burial. 1 teach that without a previous be- 
»'f of the gospel, immersion avails nothing. This is what I 
ach for the Remission of Sins. How often will it be neces- 

| ary to repeat it to disarm misrepresentation of its sting! 


, [believe that the Scriptures teach that the wicked will be 
[punished as long as there is any thing of them to be punished 
With ‘destruction;’ and that this destruction will be ‘everlast- 
ang,’ ‘perpetual,’ ‘eternal.” 2, Thess. 1.9. I never said, thought, 
nor ever intended to say, that “nothing would be punished eter- 
nally.” Bro, Winans will pardon me when I say that this is 
one of his own ingenious fictions. Epiros. 





Of the Veracity of ‘the Rev. John S. Watt. 
Lunenburg County, March 5th, 1838. 


(Dear Brother Thomas, 

( Robert arrived here about 12 o’clock, ina great hurry for home. 
‘should have been glad to have had more time to write; I will, 
1owever, saya few things. I have sent you the Address of the 

Church, which we wish you to publish; also Colonel Richard- 

'son’s Certificate. I send you one hundred dollars to assist in 

‘the publication of the Debate, which is wished for as soon as 

possible. Let-me say something to you about Watt, who is 

of such great moral worth! He came to my house one morn- 


+ ing, and stayed perhaps three quarters of an hour; and in the 


‘time he palpably contradicted himself twice, Brethren Watts 
and Silas Wilson present, who will recollect his contradictions; 
jand heard a member of the Presbyterian Church, belonging to 
the congregation for which Mr. Watt preaches, say, in the Court 

‘yard, in the presence of Bro. Watts, that Watt insulted him 
and his family in his own house, and told a lie; and that he 
showed him his fist. The gentleman towhom I allude, isa 
man of as much truth as any in the County; and whea Watt 
could no longer defeud himself from the falsehood he had been 
guilty of, he said he wished his tongue had been blistered. 

I cannot obtain Mr. Ragsdale’s* certificate. He is in the 
*Mr. Joel Ragsdale was one of the Moderators who presided 

at the Debate; and was chosen as such by Dr. Anthony Smith, 
my opponent’s Second. On my part, none were selected; that 
ever possible advantage, save that of argument, might be on 

Mr. ‘ att’s side, we surrendered our right to choose two of the 

four Moderatats. These gentlemen, therefore, were all ap- 

heir testimony 
me must therefore be impartial.—Eo, 
bs 
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Biate of Alabama. Butl bare seen Mr. Ragsdale severaf 
times since the Debate; and many others cant “45 chat he 


says that before he ever heard you he was veiging Ny 
delity; y; and that he believes, that if he never hades ‘ODS 
be should have been a confirmed infidel; and that oo ne 
roughly convinced of the doctrine for which you | i “a 

the Debaie. Mr. Ragsdale isa man of as hich st “ ~ 
any in the State of Virginia, and formerly the Repres a - 


ive 
of the County. I will get his certificate as soon as he' ze. 


turns. 

I see you are engaged in het combat! Well, the hotter the 
war the sooner over. You bave nx thing to fear; don't injure 
yourself; your enemies cannot do it. | should like to have 
Written more, but have not time. The Advocate vill be sep. 
ported. Iwill pay fifty dollars a year myself belore it shall.¢o 
down. Farewell. 

Yours in the hope of the Resurrection, 
WM. A. STONE 
P.S. If you should make any extracts trom this | ner, 


rl 


(which y my are at liberty todo.) if you Jo me injuste . I will 
make my owe compiaiuls, and not wait for A.C. to do it for 
me. W. A. 7 ( ON Og 





Per the Advecete. 
The Elders of the Cong eration of Christ meeting in the Sycamore 
iInecting house, Puchmornd, Vo 


To al’ the Saints and farthful Brethren in Chnst. 
Dearly Px lov 


Whereas the Congregation meeting at Paineville, Amelia County Va, 


has deemed it Dione tO ase A Circular to the Brethre ‘Dr. Join 
Thomas % 8 Member of ther body, and sustaining | rin hes coureees 
Editor of th Adwo rns i anc espe 3! y na ‘one wh) a Wri *'oexen | ry, 


and whose devouen to the truth ws #0 ardent, that they orc willing to ‘4ba- 
gard the lows of idlowehip wih many,’ rather than ‘se ver how trom ther 
commun on; and whereas the sad Dr. Thomas, was for some time cop- 
edered a member of our body, and wasen Eider for som ume in the 
Congreestion, dunng which tune he acquired a far diffhront character, as 
was more fully developed after he left the City. We deem it our duty to 
potice thus publicly, the Circular above alluded to, and make known to the 
community how we standin relauon to sad Dr. Thomas. In order te 
which we state. 

let. We consider opinions as private property, and cach individual enti- 
ted to hold and enj ry his own opimon, provided he does not attempt te 
force it upon others, and provided also his conduct is as becomes the Gor 

of Chi ist. 

Ped. That we disapprove and rect many of the opinions and specule 
tons of Dr. Thomas, 

3rd. That we have something more serious, than mere opinions and gn- 
tought speculations, against Dr. Thomas, of «hich he ws aware. Since hie 
eouree in thie Cony a8 @ Phymoen was meade known to us, me have been 
comp: |]. d te commer hun ve Covenant breaker and an E-xtortioner; and 
im euch light she!l be pone Ae by Sql fly Be 
end of his correctness. If he should fad te do that, we shall oo longs 
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Peognise him as a Christian brother, and consider ourselves ag having s® 
@ounexion with him whatever. 


May iavor and peace be to all the holy Brethren, 


TMOMAS. J. GLENN, 
J. B. BRAGG, 
Richmond, March 25th, 1838. WM. M. CARTER, 


A copy of tie foregoing, has been sent to the Millennial Harbinger, and 
@®ne Ww the Christan d’ublisher. 


MY DEFENCE. 

I have just received the document which is signed by the 
names o: Messrs. Glenn, Bragz, and Caiter. The third “form” 
of the Advocate was almost completed when it came to hand. 
That my bea lers, however, and the publie might have it as 
soon as poss ble, | have thrown out other matter, which was 
already -et up, to make room for it. Never shall it be said of 
the Editor of this paper, that he would give insertion unly to 
what served his own purpose. 

Frou: a letter wruten to a brother in this neighborhood from 
King and Quecn, | and others were convinced, that the designs 
of ny enetmie had been paruia ly ceteated by the answer to 
Mr. Campbcil’s call proceeding trom Vaineville instead of from 
Richmond. but it seems, thata malevolent determination to 
do his biddi Gin the Ss} irté if notin the letter of bis Decree, is 
still uppermost in tack hearts. Dector ‘Thomas Is to he put 
down ai all hozards; 1 not asa heretic, there are not wanung 
those who wal volunteer their services to blast his fair renown. 
Alas! jor them, “dust and ashes” that they are. Do they not 
know that there exists a God in Heaven, who is the searcher 
of all hearts, and who can, yea and doth discern the bitterness 
and maliznity of theirs? Do they think there are no men of 
honesty and int lige nee, who can detect the malevolence and 
servility of their doings? But ume will drseovertheir detorm- 
ity, and abundantly reveal the dishonesty of their proceedings, 
without much ado from me. I will add this, that their vea- 
geance is Without @ sling; for my actions when scrutinized by 
a just and impartial God will be approved though condemned 
by every son of Adam. 

In the first place,.the above documen* is not a Letter from 
the Church in Richmond; but from three men styling them- 
selves Elders of the said Chureh. It is neither ‘from the 
Church’ nor ‘ by order of the Church ;” at all events, if it be, it 
is not so written. An incident is suggested to my mind by one 
of the names aforesaid. The last time I was with them on a 
Lord’s Day, the question of choosing Elders was discussed. I 
rose on the oscasion, and stated, that though not now a mem- 

ber of their 4 wr church, yet as a ertizen of the kingdom, 
I could not bé indifferent to anything which concerned eb yg 
otiit. 1 then begged leave to call their attention to Paul’s im 
structions in the matter of choosing the Overseers of churehes 


frem Timotby and Titus, Having finished, noexception wad 
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taken to me either as a “ Covenant-Breaker” or “an Extortion: 
er." Other members also spoke, but no conclusion was come 
to: and as some were very impatient to go home, Mr. Joel B. 
Bragg, one of the three ‘ Elders’ aforesaid started up, and ex- 
claimed “ let’s go home !” upon which the meeting broke up in 
8 coofused manner. 

Well, here we have a document from three persons, issued 
—_ their own responsibility, for any thing we have yet learn- 
ed to the contrary. And who are these three gentlemen who 
have volunteered their services to traduce my character? One 
is named T. J. Glenn, than whom aman more well-meaningly 
omens of the word of God cannot be found in the church ia 

ichmond. From his own confessions in his prayers, he is 
one of the greatest of sinners ; though | must do him the jus- 
tice to say, that his general worldly conduct belies his confes- 
sions, and I believe he is of ordinary good report; but, I know 
that the majority of the church js convinced, unless indeed they 
have changed their minds since I left, that he is one of the most 
unfit men imaginable for the Elder of an inieliigent society. 
Mr. Bragg to whom we have already alluded, is the second. In 
a worldly sense he is an honest, but scripluraily iguorant, maa, 
He knows that the study of the Word of the Lord day and night 
1s not his delight; and I believe that the cause of his ennity to 
me may be tiaced to this. The congregation was about to elect 
Elders. 1 was conversing witha brother in farmiliar and confi- 
dential talk upon the subject. Mr. Glenn was suggested asa 
candidate; 1 dissented from his fitness, as being destitute of 
the attributes laid down in the word, save that of good report. 
Mr. J. B. Bragg was then named. I objected to him for the same 
reason ; and added, that | could not consent, as far as | was 
concerned, to one being an Elder whodid not stady the word; for, 
that this was the case, I knew, having resided long as a boarder 
with him, and that his told — thatthey oftea urged 
him to read the Scriptores but they could never get him to do 
it. This confidential conversation, I afterwards learned, had 
been reported to him, and from that time ! observed a change 
in his conduct towards me. The third is brother W. M. Car- 
ter. While in Richmond, 1 was quite intimate with him.— 
Bince that time I have seen him but seldom. My experience 
of his character is that of an excellent young man. His signa- 
ture to the above letter does not alienate my esteem. 1 know 
the delicate situation he holds in relation to one of my accusers 
who is his father. When in Richmond last October 1 met 
him. He received me in all good fellowship, greeted me as 
his ‘brother,’ and gave me quite a pressing, and | doubt not a 
sincere invitation to come and visit hiin and his ‘amily at home. 

knew all that my enemies had agitated against me; never- 

s he fellowshipped and invited me to his fireside. But 

will spare him and say no more, lest | should unintentionally 
wouad 
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Having searched my accusers, I proceed now to their accuse 
tions. ‘The firstis that, as a physician, | was a Covenant Break- 
er, With whom did I break Covenant? With whom did l 
make a bargain and yet Lroke it? It is alleged by Mr. Curtis 
Carter, one of the members who lives about three miles from 
Richmond, that Lagreed to attend his family in sickness, for the 
same fee per visit, as the physician, who lives on the piauta- 
tion adjoining his, was in the custom of charging; ! think about 
§1 75 or 2, but Lam not sure which. He says that I agreed 
to do this, some three months after l came to Ric Sen nd. Ac- 
cordin rly vith bis unds rstanding of the case. he empoyed 


me. it Ji Muary, IShib. | think. ] sent ly Wn in his account. ] 
did not carry it myself. Tt was a motive of delicacy rather 
than slight that caused me todoso. | felt that he might think 


that I was anxious to get the money. which was not the case. 
I mention this, because, | believe, it was regarded as offensive. 
He sent iis son Edwin to pay the account, and witoout mak- 
ing any nplaint. Evontirely forgetting all about the alleged 
bargain, which was said to have been made about two years 
before, | ec sarzed at the rate of three dollars a visit. This, I 
suppose !, to be less, than was usual in going from Richmonad 
to Mechanicksville; and the reason why I designed charging 
less, Was in ec nsequence of an incident to be relat d, which 
though svengly impres:ed upon my mind, Mr. Curtis Carter 
positively and without any qualification, denies to bave taken 

lace. One evening. after sunset. | wasriding out in company 
with him to Lis house. When in the suburbs, about the com- 
mencement of the Turnpike-Road, we were conver-ing about 
medical fees. He observed, that Dr. W. bad paid a visit to 
his family and bad charged $5. I rejoined, that I thought $8 
was enourzh; le remarked, that if 1 charged that, | should al- 
ways attend his family. This is my recollection of the conver- 
sation, and | do not think Iam mistaken. Thus the matter 
stood hetween us. 

Nearly twelva months elapsed and not a syllable of dissatis- 
faction reached my ears. All this time I was fellowshipped as 
a brother and Elder of the Church, and yet it would seem there 
was rankling in Mr. C, Carter’s heart the bitterest hostility 
against me. The time arrived for me to leave Richmond and 
enter upon my farm in this County, some 40 miles from Rich- 
mond. I had peiceived a coolness towards me on the part of 
Mr. Curtis Carter, and as | was about to leave, and wished to 
depart on friendly terms, ] enquired the cause, when to my ae 
tonishment he charged me with Covenant breaking! I request- 
ed an explanation; upon which the foregoing was elicited bo- 
tween us. He affirming positively, and | as positively assuring 
him that I had no recollection of the Covenant or bargain allud- : 
ed to. We parted fliends, and agreed to forgive and et 
wherein each had offended the other. 
gnstaunched. 1 sought another interview, and I took with me \, 


+... a 


7 j 


But the wound was ye i 
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Brother Joseph Woodson. Iappeal to this brother, whether 
did not make every reasonable concession. 1 granted, that 
Was possible, that the bargain might have been rade, but 
« had entirely escaped me. 1 admitted, that on his part, 
mighi have entirely forgot the conversation on the road to hj 
house. And, further J « fered, that as he felt himself ag. 
gricre d.. lu restore him the difference between the fees of 
alieged bargain and the S3 pert visit charged. But he m 
fused to ft i ‘the monev; j even pro] nosed o de po ithe alleged 
over-charge in the hands of trustees to be dispo-ed of at they 
pleasure. But to this he would not agree. "Aft ra lithe mor 








7 nd 
apariing, we again agreed to bury all in undisturbed oblivion, =f 
How Mr. Curtis Carter has fulfilled his Corenant ov this mate! ; 

} } steal ’ ees ' PS was 
ter, | i@ave the rmpartial reader to determine! toms jucrgment for 
he has broken Covenantio this very thing. Lap;eal to Br, U 
Joseph Woodson for the truth of what Ihave here stated, Ty 

’ _ '.) ' ‘ } ‘ Wor 
conclusion. | would add, that this matter never ne a sub 

.* ; . \ ‘ . ’ 1 , err. 
ject of ¢ reh Diseipline between us. By what rizht, there 

, " tor 
fi re. d Le ts t vumMvi ’ ‘ ‘’ mee | rvward and ‘ vunCce me eon 
without trial in the manner they do? Mr » as, that T°. 

. wit 

Maisto grauly privat > and the offended iy ob them 
Le ader 

As to the second charge of being an Exto they ave ut- 
yustand lerly in briaging up such a cha rainst me 
which ha ready ( n ' tig aks 1 bn fore the Ch 1 and de 
cided in my fagor The cireumstaaces w these, A 
younyz man } of t pnrent sof one G liunes, fore 
merly a menber of the Church, was brought 't witha dis 
located «houlder; which | reduced itn ihe } Bro. Wm. 
Bootwrizht, who can te fy that m was d truth. At 
the u u | time. l sent | ’ nt but > , ’ so, asl 
Was unacquainted with the n al fe Lhe ( I took the 
prec 1 to inquire of Mr. Hanes’ family } ) the usual 
fee in. uch a case. fle t id me $20. 1 t} tt uidbe on 
the safe side and charg: only SID. Mr Ha mnard at. Many 
sayings ol his subs ju nily came tomy eare, ¥ » luced 
me to call upon him for exp anation in the presence of two Wik 
nesses, Asteonly a rc ited the matter [t if at belore 
the church, One ch: e bi ivht against me wa the ermme of 
being an Engishman and therefore by pature ud; Ir. H. 
declared that my countrymen were all alike from the prince 
the 7 yva ir! A regular muster was toade of ¢€ Mected and 
disorde,ly members to make up a majority by which to eflect 
my expulsion from the church. Members were brought up to 


vote against me w ho had scarcely darkened the doors for the 
eclebration of the death of Christ more than once im stx months. 
This party which is now scattered, unless they have rallied 
since | left, were strenuous for ruling the e chi rch by votes of 
majorities. My case was tried, the vote was taken, and the 
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jority, of which brother Wm. M. Carter one of the three 
signers “bore wae one, exculpated me of extortion. As Hanes 
bas since said, as reported to me, ‘the Doctor outgeneraled them; 
and seeing how the vote had resolved the case, they one and 
all took up their hats and marched out to the number of about 
ten men. Who had ever been a millstone as it were about the 
neck of the Church. The Elde: s, beside myself. at this time 
were T. J. Glenn, Wm. Bootwrizht, and —— Redd. ] will 
relate one incident illustrative of the iniquity of my enemies, 
One of the party, that was brought up to vote me out as an 
Extortioner, had not | mg before di located his own shoulder. 
and had acwally been charged by Hanes’ physician, who wld 
me the usual fees in the case, $20, which he paid, and which 
was Sd more than the fee indicated by ys lf. Somuch thea 





















en 
Bh for my extortion, 
la Upon tae subject of my medical charges in Richmond, i 


- 


sub. would observe, that if I charged any ene too much it Was ap 
error in juigment and nota desire of gain. For | can appeal 





a fo many in that Vity, wt | did nut neglect mY profession, and 
hat const } renthy tne means or making m ¢ v in orde: to comply 
heir with im (tat hs trom Various points of the compass fo come 
vernn? help them. Had I devoted mysell to my practice as 
ther ‘Christians’ do to inaking bricks, measuring lumber, and 
UO Father h 


gainful trades, I could have filled my purse as deep as 
meé Oa ' ff " . . 
» whey. isut it was not so with me, I autended to the affairs of 


"a he kingiom first, and God has hitherto supplied tay need. 
fos If the document be that of the Church, and not merely that 


f the ‘Eiders, | shall resume the sunject hereaiter, 
I perceive it is also sent to the Harbinger. Dare Mr. Camp- 


m. ; : : : 

At ll insertit in his paper, and not permit this my defence to ac- 
g ] rompany it likewise? I pause until the consummation of the 
the fect Ax tothe Christian Publisher, | cannot for a moment doubt 
‘ 


utits E litor will permit its readers to see my reply. I regard 
he whole affair as a conspiracy for my destruction; but the 
wer of my enemies cannot effect it. 

I shall not detain the reader longer. If he is an honest and 
mpartial man he wi!l judge righteously according to the facts; 
utif he be neither the one nor the other, then his decision con- 


, erns me not. Epitor. 
, Adden a.—I would just add, that Williain M. Carter is the 
* ast man that should have volunteered his services in accusing 
a e of extortion. I attended his family in sickness and obstetn- 
Oe Rally. The fee in Richmond is $20; and if the physician be 
eet dalled out of town, one dollar a mile extra. He called upoa 
be e to discharge his account. I made jo charge in the case 
? ‘© Db told him, that as he had heen kind to me, I would leave him 
ad name hit own price, which he did, fixing irat $10. He also 
“of 4, that Thad omitted to charge for certain visits to his 


family. 1 told him, that they had escaped me, but to let 
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them pass, and say so much for the whole. He expressed him: 
self as periectly. satisfied; und in proof of it, as | was about 
to set off for Lunenburg and other places south of the James, 
offered me money towards defraying my expenses. | refused 
to accept if; stating, that it was for those who sent for me to 
be at charzes Withme, and pot the brethren in Richmond. | 
ain persuaded fiom what I kaow of Brother Wuiiam, that I 
should not have seen his name among my accuser, had he not 
been under the influence of others. As to Curtis Carter, he 
isa wealthy, guarrelszome, obstinate may. A warm friend, 
where he takes a liking; buta bitter enemy to such as incur his 
displeasure. Asa member of the Church, he is morese, dis- 
tant, and disorderly; and had he been a pour maa, would have 
deen either pubuciy reproved, or suspended. W hen inthe con- 
€regation, he <its off to himself from hi- brethren, aud leaves 
the hou-c with s arcely un exchange of c1vilities with any. 
It is,or used to be, the custom to ipvite members to exhorta- 
tion. One brother, of whom I have heard bin express the 
highest estecr, but to whom he bas become hostile, was in the 
practice of responding to this; but as soon as he would begin 
to speak, as | arn credibly informed, he would tke his hat and 
walk out of the assembly in the rudest and most disturbing 
manner, On the subject of my extortions, I would add lastly, 
that it is only the mch men by whotmmlamaccused. There are 
poor in the City who can testify that ! have healed their dis- 
eases without fee. 

Lat it be observe that the Fiders accure me, hypothetically; and instead 
ef procee!ing towards me according to Vett. x vii, char me before all 
the workd. which they make my tibunal, instead of the (burch as Chnst 
commande. Unul I sousfy them of ther error in accusing me of the 
things alleged, they affirm that they will regard me as ty! Imparual 
and just joiges iralv! And if I fal to do so, they will no longer recognise 
me asa Clinstian Brother. So that they will regard tne as gullty, although 
they admit the probaliiny of ther being in error! Rugh: ous men!—And 
as to your fllowshup, that ia, of you Thomas Jefierson Glenn and Joel B. 
Bragg, I have long been in doubt how I could conseentously regard you 
es ia Christ.’ Y our confeated ignorance of the Gospel, end Juel LD. Bragg, 
your worid!y mindedness conjoined, hes often mortified ure as a member of 
the same Socety with you! Thedocumnent before me in tho hand writing of 
T. J. Glenn, abundantly proves to my mund, that feeling or rather passion, 
and not principle is the spring of your actions, cxeeptin tetnporal affurs. Now 
perimt me to say, that whether this defence satistics you or not, (and what 
justice is there in pasmon?) I creve not your fellowship as brethren. If 
wo meet hereafter let it be as ciuzensa, respectfully. Further ibea dus we 
have 00 affiuity, under cxmwung creumeiances. 

koirvoa 

Liberty, Amelia, Va, 

March 20th, 1838. 


God made the Country, and Man the Cities, which are the 
fesi ef every species of byprocrisy and crime. 
























